Devotional for Families with Teens for Sunday, October 25"
Warm and Affectionate

"So he got up and went fo his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and
kissed him." Luke 15:20 N1V (Prodigal son returning)

"Then his father Isaac said to him, 'Come here, my son, and kiss me.' So he went to him and
kissed him." Genesis 27:26-27 NIV (Isaac and Jacob)

"So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him." Exodus 18:7
NIV

"Jacob was half blind because of his age and could hardly see. So Joseph brought the boys close
to him, and Jacob kissed and embraced them." Genesis 48:10 NLT (a grandfather's kiss)

Thoughts for Today

Healthy families are warm and affectionate. Rules, as well as people, are flexible. In
dysfunctional "Rigid Families," flexibility is a nonexistent concept, and affection is seldom
expressed. The father especially tends to be obsessive about the standards in the family. There is
no warmth, no emotion. Each family member should be able to take care of himself or herself.
This emotional neglect leads the child to believe that emotions and longings are wrong.

Consider this...

We serve a loving God who demonstrates his love for us in so many tangible ways. And so he
wants us to show love through our words and actions. This is especially important in our
family relationships. Our children need physical demonstrations and verbal expressions of our
love. Nurturing—hugging, kissing or saying "I love you"—is so important.

Today's scriptures are examples of family members showing their love for one another with

embraces and kisses. Appropriate, healthy demonstrations of our love for each other can mean so
much in our relationships and in the emotional and spiritual development of our children.

Prayer
Father, I thank you so much for my kids. Thank you for demonstrating your fatherly love to me
in so many ways. Help me to be warm and affectionate with my kids. Help them to develop

emotionally and spiritually in a way that is pleasing to you. In Jesus' name ...
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