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Many churches and families use an advent wreath to aid in the celebration of 
Christmas. An advent wreath includes five candles. There are four candles, 
one for each Sunday leading to Christmas and a fifth candle for Christmas 
day. The four Sunday candles are usually tapers. There are variations in the 
coloring of the candles, often there are three purple and one pink candle. 
The central candle is usually a large white pillar candle. 
 
The purple represents repentance. The pink symbolizes joy. The central 
candle is called the Christ candle and is not lit until Christmas day. When 
you light the candle it is customary to read a few verses of scripture that 
relate to meaning of the candle. Often the person who lights the candle 
recites a short statement of belief and faith as the candle is lit and then 
everyone unites in prayer 
 
The First Candle (The Candle of Prophecy/Hope) is sometimes called the 
candle of prophecy because it symbolizes the promises the prophets 
delivered as messages from God; promises that foretold Christ’s birth. 
Others consider the candle to be a symbol of the hope we have in Christ and 
so it is called the Hope candle. 
 
The Second Candle (The Candle of the Way).  Christians are lost in sin 
and Christ is the Light sent into the world to show them the way out of 
darkness. 
 
The Third Candle (The Candle of Joy) indicates that the only lasting Joy 
to be found in life on earth is through Christ. All other joy is fleeting and 
does not last. 
 
The Fourth Candle (The Candle of Peace) reminds that Jesus comes to 
bring Peace to both the world and to people's hearts. Without Christ there is 
no peace in this world. 
 
The Fifth Candle (The Christ Candle or Christmas Candle) represents 
Christ himself who is born to save people from their sins. It is a celebration 
of the fulfillment of prophecy as represented in Christ’s birth and hope in 
the final fulfillment when Christ comes again and Christians join him. 

South County Church - A Church that Cares 
Service every Sunday at 10am 

southcountycares.org  |  andy@southcountycares.org | 703/200-5170 
Mailing Address: 9234 Lorton Valley, Lorton, VA 22079 

Location:  South County Secondary School,  
     Entrance 14, 8501 Silverbrook Road, Lorton 
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South County Church 
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Sit down breakfast will be served at 9:00am 
followed by a special Christmas service.  

 
 
SC Cares Presents Free Gift Wrapping - Your help is needed to bless 
the community by wrapping gifts on Friday, December 18 from 6pm-
9pm at Highlands Community Center.  See Yvette for more information. 
 
Angel Food Orders can be placed by going to southcountycares.org.  Signature 
Box Menu is only $30. Contact Caron at angelfoodscm@yahoo.com 
 
Youth New Years Lock-In - December 31 at 8pm - January 1 at 7am.    
South County Youth and First Assembly of God's youth group will celebrate the 
new year together.  Cost is $30 per a person.  Location:  First Assembly of God 
in Alexandria,700 West Braddock Road, Alexandria.  See Pastor Daniela for 
more details. 
 
Engraved Christmas Party - December 18, 2009 at 7:00pm. Zabal house: 
15150 Knickerbocker Drive Woodbridge VA.  Dinner will be provided.  Bring a 
wrapped gift of $10-15 value for the gift exchange game. Contact Pastor Eric 
for more details. 

If you have any items for children age 0-5 that you no longer need.  We would 
love to pass them on to potential foster parents in our church.  All items can be 
dropped off in the lobby. 

 
Welcome to South County 
 
So glad to have you with us 
today.  The Christmas Season is a 
wonderful time to focus on all the 
gifts that God has given us.  We are 
unwrapping our second gift this 
morning...Spirit Filled Living.  Let's 
pursue all that God has for us each 
day as we serve Him.  There is more!  

 
Things to be Praying About 
1. Pray that God will open hearts of those around us to the real  
    meaning of Christmas. 
2. Pray that God will help us to live lives directed by His  
    Spirit...expecting Him to guide us.  
3. Pray for our ministry directors as they plan for 2010.  
 
If you have a prayer request please share it with us by writing 
it on the back of your connection card and placing it in the 
offering.  
 
Bible Reading Plan 
�     Sunday, December 13 - Hebrews 9-10 
�� Monday, December 14 - Hebrews 11-12 
�     Tuesday, December 15 - Hebrews 13 
�� Wednesday, December 16 - James 1-2 
�� Thursday, December 17 - James 3-4 
�� Friday, December 18 - James 5 
�� Saturday, December 19 - 1 Peter 1-2  
 
NFL Gift Card Give-Away - Don’t forget to pick up your 
football picks in the lobby. This weeks winner was Elizabeth 
Germain. See Pastor Eric for more details.  
 
Engraved Young Adults CARE Group Every 1st & 3rd Friday 
night, 7:00 pm at Eric & Elizabeth's, Dinner Provided! Contact 
Pastor Eric at eric@southcountycares.org for more details on 
Young Adult events. 
 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you to everyone who helped make 
Timothy feel so welcomed to our church family. 

Dates to Remember - Check out www.southcountycares.org 
for more details on events.  
 
December 
13 - Prayer, Ladies Christmas Lunch 
16 - Youth Christmas Party 
18 - SC Cares Gift Wrapping 
20 - Christmas Breakfast and Kids Program 
23 - News Years All Nighter Money Due, Youth  
25 - Christmas 
27 - Communion 
30 - No Youth Service 
31-1 - Youth All Nighter 
 
 

Ladies Christmas Lunch 
1pm, Today December 13th  

at Barbara Ours house 
7905 Chardon Court, Fairfax Station, VA 

 

Please sign up in the foyer if you  
are able to bring a dish to share. 

  
Don’t forget if you have a secret pal to bring  

a $5-$10 gift for them.    


